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Basic Plagiarism Quiz  

If no citation is given, would it be an example of plagiarism?  Please answer YES or NO 

1. Taking an entire paper and putting your name on it.   

2. Using a section of a paper and placing it in your own paper with no quotation marks.   

3. Copying some text from a web site and pasting it into your paper with no quotation marks.   

4. Taking a sentence from a web page and replacing most of the words in it.   

5. Comparing two lovers from different sides of a war to Romeo and Juliet.   

6. Using a fact that most people know, e.g., that the chemical name for salt is NaCl, but not 
saying where people can find this fact. 

  

7. Using the quotes that someone else has gathered and cited, but not mentioning the paper 
that gathered those quotes. 

  

8. Using a fact that can be found in every second grade textbook.   

9. Taking another person's idea and then putting it in your own words.   

10. Using a couple of words from someone's article, because these words were very well said.   

11. Putting into your paper a "why did the chicken cross the road?" joke that you heard from a 
friend, who heard it from other friends. 

  

12. Using an argument that you saw on a web page. The argument lists the two most basic 
reasons why smoking is bad for your health: it is linked to lung cancer and heart disease. 

  

13. After reading a travel brochure about New York City, you decide that your paper should 
also mention that the Statue of Liberty is located there. 

  

14. Summarizing a recent and important contribution to our understanding of global warming.   

15. Someone cleverly invented a pattern of ideas and use this as the basis for a book. You 
decide to use this as the basis for your paper. 

  

 


