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    MLA Citation Style 
Based on: Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 5th ed. New York:  

            Modern Language Association of America, 1999.  
 

A works-cited list in MLA style is organized alphabetically by the first word in each citation. After 
the first line, indent all subsequent lines one half inch from the left margin. Capitalize the 
important words in the title. Use the information on the title page or verso (other side of title 
page) for the correct form for author and publisher names. MLA prefers the full name of the 
author (e.g., Katz, William A.) and the shortened form of the publisher (e.g., Oxford UP). 
Underline the main title.  
 
 

PRINT SOURCES 
BOOK – ONE AUTHOR 
Collins, Larry. Freedom at Midnight. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1975.  
 
BOOK – CORPORATE AUTHOR 
Public Agenda Foundation. The Health Care Crisis: Containing Costs, Expanding
 Coverage. New York: McGraw, 1997. 
 
BOOK – MULTIPLE AUTHORS 
Landre, Rick, Mike Miller, and Dee Porter. Gangs: A Handbook for Community  
 Awareness. New York: Facts on File, 1997. 
 
Guelich, Scott, et al. CGI Programming with Perl. 2nd ed. Sebastopol, CA: O’Reilly &  
 Associates, 2000. 
 
BOOK – EDITED 
Fitzgerald, Terence J., ed. Police in Society. New York: H. W. Wilson, 2000. 
 
Thill, John V., and Courtland L. Bovee, eds. Excellence in Business Communication. 4th  
 ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1999. 
 
MULTIVOLUME SET 
Parker, Sybil P. McGraw Hill Encyclopedia of Science and Technology. 8th ed. Vol. 7. 
 New York: McGraw-Hill Professional Publishing, 1997. 20 vols. 
 
CHAPTER OR ARTICLE IN A BOOK 
Colomb, Gregory G. “Communicating Evidence Visually.” The Craft of Research. Ed.  
 Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams. Chicago: U of 
 Chicago P, 1995. 175-200. 
 
ARTICLE – PRINT ENCYCLOPEDIA OR DICTIONARY 
“Mumming: Geese Dancing, Guising, Masking, Mummering.” Encyclopedia of Christmas. 
 Ed. Tanya Gulevich. Detroit, MI: Omnigraphics, 2000. 388-394. 
 
ARTICLE – PRINT NEWSPAPER 
“Bush v. Gore.” Editorial. Washington Post 12 Dec. 2000, eastern ed.: A46. 
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ARTICLE – POPULAR MAGAZINE 
Provine, Robert R. “The Science of Laughter.” Psychology Today 33.6 (Nov./Dec. 2000): 
 58-61. 
 
ARTICLE – SCHOLARLY JOURNAL 
Clark, Lee Anna, Grazyna Kochanska, and Rebecca Ready. “Mothers’ Personality and Its 
 Interaction with Child Temperament as Predictors of Parenting Behavior.” Journal 
 of Personality and Social Psychology 79 (August 2000): 274-285. 
 
ARTICLE – BOOK REVIEW 
Jamison, Laura. Rev. of The Pilot’s Wife, by Anita Shreve. The New York Times Book 
 Review 103.23 (7 June 1998): 37. 
 
ARTICLE – FILM REVIEW 
Lane, Anthony. “Come Fly with Me.” Rev. of Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon, dir. Ang 
 Lee. The New Yorker 11 Dec. 2000: 129-131. 
 

 
 

ONLINE SOURCES 
 
The only official guidelines for documenting online resources in MLA style are buried on the MLA 
website (http://www.mla.org/). From this main page, select MLA Style, then Frequently Asked 
Questions about MLA Style, and finally How do I document sources from the World Wide Web in 
my Works-Cited list? 
 
ARTICLE – ONLINE DATABASE 
Hughes, James H. “Technological Leadership.” The Journal of Social, Political, and 
 Economic Studies 25.3 (Fall 2000): 303-18. WilsonSelectPlus. FirstSearch. New 
 Mexico State University Library, Las Cruces, NM. 11 Dec. 2000
 <http://lib.nmsu.edu/ resources/dbwilson.html>. 
 
Jost, Kenneth. “Copyright and the Internet.” CQ Researcher 10.33 (29 Sept. 2000): 769- 
 790. Townsend Library, New Mexico State University-Alamogordo, Alamogordo, NM.  
 10 Dec. 2000 <http://libraryip.cq.com>. 
 
“Do We Want Every Country Regulating Every Web Site?”  Legal Times (9 July 2001):  
 24+. Legal News. Lexis-Nexis Academic Universe. New Mexico State University  
 Library, Las Cruces, NM. 7 Oct. 2001 <http://lib.nmsu.edu/resources/dblexis.htm>. 
 
Pace, Brian. “Depression.” Journal of the American Medical Association 284.12 (27 Sept. 
 2000): 1606+. ProQuest. New Mexico State University Library, Las Cruces, NM. 
 11 Dec. 2000  <http://lib.nmsu.edu/resources/dbpdq.html>. 
 
ARTICLE – ONLINE ENCYCLOPEDIA 
“Literacy.” Encyclopedia Britannica. Chicago: Britannica.com, 2000. 10 Dec. 2000 

<http://www.britannica.com/>. 

http://www.mla.org/
http://lib.nmsu.edu/ resources/dbwilson
http://web.lexis-nexis.com/universe/form/academic/univ_people.html
http://www.umi.com/pqdauto/
http://www.britannica.com/
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Spain, Thomas. “Space Technology.” Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia Online. 1997. 
 Grolier Interactive. Townsend Library, Alamogordo, NM. 7 Oct. 1998 
 <http://gme.grolier.com/gme-ol/static/base/gme-srch.htm>. 
 
ARTICLE – ONLINE JOURNAL 
Heilemann, John. “David Boies: The Wired Interview.” Wired 8.10 (2000). 11 Dec. 
 2000 <http://www.wirednews.com/wired/archive/8.10/boies.html>. 
 
Nolan, John. “Court Rejects School Voucher Program.” Salon 11 Dec. 2000. 11 Dec. 
 2000 <http://www.salon.com/mwt/wire/2000/12/11/school_vouchers/index.html>. 
 
Sullivan, Danny. “Search Engine Math.” 1996-2000. Search Engine Watch. 20 Aug. 2000 
 <http://www.searchenginewatch.com/facts/math.html>. 
 
ARTICLE – ONLINE REVIEW 
Ebert, Roger. Rev. of Proof of Life, dir. by Taylor Hackford. Chicago Sun- 
 Times Online 8 Dec. 2000. 11 Dec. 2000 

<http://www.suntimes.com/ebert/ebert_reviews/2000/12/120803.html>. 
 
ARTICLE – ONLINE NEWSPAPER 
Stevens, William K. “New Evidence Finds This Is Warmest Century in 600 Years.” New 

York Times 28 Apr. 1998, eastern ed.: A5. 28 Apr. 1998 
<http://www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/news/national/sci-climate-study.html>. 

 
WEB PAGE 
Liu, Alan. The Voice of the Shuttle: Technology of Writing Page. 30 Apr. 2000. English 
 Department , U of California, Santa Barbara. 11 Dec. 2000 
 <http://vos.ucsb.edu/shuttle/techwrit.html>. 
 
Merrian, Joanne. “Spinoff: Monsterpiece Theatre.” Online posting. 30 Apr. 1994. 
 Shakesper: The Global Electronic Shakespeare Conf. 27 Aug. 1997 
 <http://www.arts.ubc.ca/english/iemls/shak/shak-L.html>. 
 
United States. Federal Emergency Management Agency. Fact Sheet: Hurricanes. 14 Jan. 
 1998. 11 Dec. 2000 <http://www.fema.gov/library/hurricaf.htm>.  
 
 
 
 
 

MEDIA SOURCES 
 
AUDIOTAPE 
Covey, Stephen R. The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People: Powerful Lessons in  
 Personal Change. Audiotape recording read by the author. New York: Simon and 
 Schuster Audio, 1990. 2 hrs. 30 min. 

http://gme.grolier.com/gme-ol/static/base/gme-srch.htm
http://www.wirednews.com/wired/archive/8.10/boies.html
http://www.salon.com/mwt/wire/2000/12/11/school_vouchers/index.html
http://www.searchenginewatch.com/facts/math.html
http://www.suntimes.com/ebert/ebert_reviews/2000/12/120803.html
http://www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/news/national/sci-climate-study.html
http://vos.ucsb.edu/shuttle/techwrit.html
http://www.arts.ubc.ca/english/iemls/shak/shak-L.html
http://www.fema.gov/library/hurricaf.htm
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VIDEOTAPE 
Jane Austen’s Emma. Videocassette. Meridian Broadcasting. New York: New Video 
 Group, 1996. Color. 107 min. 
 
TELEVISION PROGRAM 
“Decision 2000: Battle for the White House.” Hardball with Chris Matthews. New York: 
 MSNBC Television Network, 12 Dec. 2000. 
 
INTERVIEW 
Boies, David. President Boies, Schiller & Flexner. Personal interview. 4 Dec. 2000. 
 
PARENTHETICAL REFERENCES 
Cite the author’s last name and page(s) cited. EXAMPLE: (Tinker 2).  
For two or three authors provide all names in the order listed on the title page  
EXAMPLE: (Tinker, Evers and Chance 24-3).  
 
If more than three authors, give the first author’s last name followed by et al. with no 
other punctuation.  EXAMPLE: (Lennon et al. 9). If your works-cited list contains more 
than one author with the same last name, you must add the first initial  
EXAMPLE: (Marx, K. 1914). (Marx, G. 1900). 
 
 
QUOTATIONS 
For quotations of no more than four lines, place quotation marks around the quote and 
include in the body of the text.  
 
EXAMPLE: Since it was first written, Huck’s declaration that he’s “been there before” has 
struck a true chord in both American literature and American life.  
 
If a quotation runs more than four lines, offset your quote by beginning a new line, 
indent one inch and type your quotation in double spaced lines. Do not add quotation 
marks.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
For all other questions involving MLA style, please consult the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research 
Papers.   Good luck! 
 
Created by Anne C. Moore      Revised by Susan E. Beck 9/13/02 
http://lib.nmsu.edu/instruction/mla.pdf 


	MLA Citation Style
	PRINT SOURCES
	BOOK – ONE AUTHOR
	BOOK – CORPORATE AUTHOR
	BOOK – MULTIPLE AUTHORS
	BOOK – EDITED
	MULTIVOLUME SET
	CHAPTER OR ARTICLE IN A BOOK
	ARTICLE – PRINT ENCYCLOPEDIA OR DICTIONARY
	ARTICLE – PRINT NEWSPAPER
	ARTICLE – POPULAR MAGAZINE
	ARTICLE – SCHOLARLY JOURNAL
	ARTICLE – BOOK REVIEW
	ARTICLE – FILM REVIEW

	ONLINE SOURCES


