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Some definitions:  
Database: Any collection of information, organized so that if can be expanded, 
updated, and retrieved rapidly for immediate use. EX: phone book, dictionary, 
index (Reader’s Guide to Periodicals). Article databases provide SUBJECT access 
to the periodical literature (journal and newspaper articles, newsletters, 
magazines).  
 
Full-Text: Indicates that the complete journal or newspaper article is contained 
in the database.  

 
Abstract: A short paragraph which describes the essential content of a research 
report or article. May be written by the document’s author, or by someone 
working on creation of the database.  
 

 
 
Citation: A reference to a source of information which helps you to locate the 
article or book; generally includes author, title, journal title, volume, and page 
numbers. All databases will give at least a citation for each information source 
they contain.  

 
 

InfoTrac Expanded Academic ASAP 
http://lib.nmsu.edu/resources/dbexpacd.html 
 

Essential Features  Special Features 
• 1980 to present 
• Index to articles from all subject areas 
• Includes a range of trade magazines 

(Petroleum Times), general magazines 
(Newsweek, Vogue), and scholarly journals 

• Many articles are full-text 
• Some full-text articles are digitized page 

images (PDFs) 

• Print, e-mail, or download articles or citations 
• AND, OR, NOT search options 
• Default search is by subject, with topic broken 

down into sub-topics 
• Truncation (word stem) and wildcard searches 
• Can search by publication title 
• Can limit search to referred publications or 

articles with text 
• Can view prior searches 
• Can modify a search from a results set 

General Databases available at NMSU Library 
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WilsonSelect 
http://lib.nmsu.edu/resources/dbwilson.html 
 

Essential Features  Special Features 
• 1994 to present 
• Includes articles from all subject areas 
• One of the FirstSearch databases 
• All articles are full-text (HTML) 
• Some full-text articles are also digitized 

page images (PDFs) 
• Includes a range of trade magazines 

(Accounting Horizons), general magazines 
(Time, People), and scholarly journals 

 

• Print, e-mail, or download articles or citations 
• AND, OR, NOT search options 
• Default search is by keyword, with results listed 

in reverse chronological order 
• Truncation (word stem) and wildcard searches 
• Can search by publication title 
• Can limit search to peer-reviewed publications or 

items owned by NMSU Library 
• Can search for only book reviews 
• Results can be ranked by relevance 
• Can view prior searches 
• Browsable index 

 

Lexis-Nexis Academic Universe 
http://lib.nmsu.edu/resources/dblexis.html 
 

Essential Features  Special Features 
• Many titles 1980 to present 
• Most articles full-text 
• Includes newspaper articles from all subject 

areas, as well as more specialized business, 
legal, and medical publications  

• Newspapers include the Las Cruces Sun-
News, El Paso Times, & NMSU Round Up 

• All full-text articles are HTML full-text 
• News also includes wire service reports and 

transcripts from various newscasts  

• Print, e-mail, or download articles or citations 
• AND, OR, NOT 
• Default search is by keyword in headline or lead 

paragraph(s) within the past 6 months, with 
results listed in reverse chronological order 

• Truncation (word stem) and wildcard searches 
• Can search by publication title 
• Can limit search by date 
• Can sort results by relevance 
• Can search within the results of a prior search 
• System will interrupt any search yielding more 

than 1000 results 
 

CQ Researcher 
http://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/ 
 

Essential Features  Special Features 
• 1991 to present 
• All articles HTML full-text; many have 

digitized page images (PDFs) 
• Covers various “controversial” topics 
• Only includes articles from the print 

periodical CQ Researcher 

• Print, e-mail, or download articles or citations 
• Search options fairly basic 
• Default search is by keyword, with results listed 

by relevance 
• Can limit search by date; can sort results by date 

 


