
G:\INSTRUCT\Handouts\General Handouts\Current\MLA Tip Sheet.doc   
Revised by: Beck, Shown, Sowa & Mahaffy, August 2007 

MLA CITATION TIP SHEET 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Based on: Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 6th ed. New York: Modern Language Association of   

America, 2003.  

 
A works-cited list in MLA style is organized alphabetically by the first word in each citation. After the first 
line, indent all subsequent lines one half inch from the left margin. Capitalize the important words in the 
title, and underline the main title in the citation. Include the full name of the author (e.g., Katz, William 
A.) and the shortened form of the publisher (e.g., Oxford UP).  
 

PRINT SOURCES 
 
BOOK – ONE AUTHOR 
Collins, Larry. Freedom at Midnight. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1975.  
 
BOOK – CORPORATE AUTHOR 
Public Agenda Foundation. The Health Care Crisis: Containing Costs, Expanding 
 Coverage. New York: McGraw, 1997. 
 
BOOK – MULTIPLE AUTHORS 
Landre, Rick, Mike Miller, and Dee Porter. Gangs: A Handbook for Community  
 Awareness. New York: Facts on File, 1997. 
 
CHAPTER OR ARTICLE IN A BOOK 
Colomb, Gregory G. “Communicating Evidence Visually.” The Craft of Research. Ed.  
 Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams. Chicago: U of 
 Chicago P, 1995. 175-200. 
 
ARTICLE – PRINT ENCYCLOPEDIA OR DICTIONARY 
Seiberling, Grace. “Impressionism.” The Dictionary of Art. Ed. Jane Turner. New York: Grove, 
1996. 
 
ARTICLE – PRINT NEWSPAPER 
“Dissent and Social Security.” Editorial. Washington Post 15 Apr. 2005, final ed.: A24. 
 
ARTICLE – POPULAR MAGAZINE 
Provine, Robert R. “The Science of Laughter.” Psychology Today Nov.-Dec. 2000: 58-61. 
 
ARTICLE – SCHOLARLY JOURNAL 
Clark, Lee Anna, Grazyna Kochanska, and Rebecca Ready. “Mothers’ Personality and Its 
 Interaction with Child Temperament as Predictors of Parenting Behavior.” Journal 
 of Personality and Social Psychology 79 (2000): 274-85. 
 
ARTICLE – BOOK REVIEW 
Jamison, Laura. Rev. of The Pilot’s Wife, by Anita Shreve. The New York Times Book 
 Review 7 June 1998: 37. 
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ONLINE SOURCES 

 
ARTICLE – ONLINE DATABASE 
Hughes, James H. “Technological Leadership.” The Journal of Social, Political, and 
 Economic Studies 25 (2000): 303-18. WilsonSelectPlus. FirstSearch. New 
 Mexico State University Library, Las Cruces, NM. 14 Apr. 2005 
 <http://www.oclc.org/firstsearch/>. 
 
ARTICLE – ONLINE ENCYCLOPEDIA 
“Literacy.” Encyclopedia Britannica Online. 2005. Encyclopedia Britannica. 14 Apr. 2005 

<http://www.britannica.com/>. 
 
ARTICLE – ONLINE JOURNAL 
Heilemann, John. “David Boies: The Wired Interview.” Wired Oct. 2000. Lycos. 14 Apr. 
 2005 <http://www.wirednews.com/wired/archive/8.10/boies.html>. 
 
Dubose, Lou. “Broken Hammer?” Salon 8 Apr. 2005. Salon Media Group. 14 Apr. 
 2005 < http://www.salon.com/news/feature/2005/04/08/scandals/index_np.html>. 
 
ARTICLE – ONLINE NEWSPAPER 
Rimer, Sara. “For Women in Sciences, Slow Progress in Academia.” New 

York Times On The Web 15 Apr. 2005. 17 Apr. 2005 
<http://www.nytimes.com/2005/04/15/education/15women.html>. 

 
WEB PAGE 
United States. Federal Emergency Management Agency. FEMA: Hurricanes. 1 Nov. 
 2004. FEMA. 14 Apr. 2005 <http://www.fema.gov/hazards/hurricanes/>.  
 
ELECTRONIC BOOK  
Shostak, Stanley. Becoming Immortal: Combining Cloning and Stem-cell Therapy. Albany, NY: 
 State University of New York Press, 2002. <http://netlibrary.com> 
 
 

PARENTHETICAL DOCUMENTATION 
 
• Cite the author’s last name and page(s) cited.  
 EXAMPLE: (Tinker 2) 
 
• For two or three authors, provide all names in the order listed on the title page. 
 EXAMPLE: (Tinker, Evers and Chance 24) 
 
• If citing more than three authors, give the first author’s last name followed by et al. with no 

other punctuation.  
 EXAMPLE: (Lennon et al. 9) 
 
• If your works cited list contains more than one author with the same last names, you must 

add the authors’ first initial. 
 EXAMPLE: (Marx, G.) (Marx, K.) 


