
INTRODUCTION TO PERSISTENT URLS (PURLS) 
 

 

 

 
What Are PURLs and Why Should I Use Them? 
Persistent URLs (PURLs) provide a direct, stable link to the full text of an article or other online information source. Linking to PURLs  
is an excellent way to provide NMSU users with access to full-text articles while complying with copyright law and license terms.     
See the second page for details on checking terms of use for Library resources.  
 

How Do I Create a PURL and What Does It Look Like?  
PURLs for NMSU Library resources consist of two parts: 1) the address for the article, which can be found by following the steps         
in the table below; 2) the Library proxy server prefix, which permits users to sign in with their NMSU username/password and 
connect to the content. Without the proxy server prefix, PURLs will not work for off-campus users. The proxy server prefix is 
http://catalog2.nmsu.edu:2048/login?url= 
 
Sample PURL for an article from JSTOR:   
http://www.jstor.org/stable/40035486     
 
Sample PURL for an article from JSTOR with the Library proxy server prefix: 
http://catalog2.nmsu.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.jstor.org/stable/40035486     
 
üTip: To learn which database includes a specific journal, click the Articles, Books, Journals, etc. link on the Library website 
(http://lib.nmsu.edu) and search for your title in the Electronic Journals list. See reverse for a visual guide.  

üTip: To convert a lengthy PURL to a smaller, more workable one, use TinyURL (http://www.tinyurl.com). 

üTip: Before sharing your PURLs, check them from an off-campus computer to ensure they work. Although PURLS are persistent,      
it is a good idea to check them periodically. It is also recommended to include a citation along with the PURL. 

 

Database Creating Persistent URLs  [Create on a campus computer. Check from off-campus.] 
EBSCO Databases ς Academic 
Search Premier, Communication & 
Mass Media Complete, Health 
Source, PsycARTICLES, etc.  

1. Find the article you want and click the title.  
2. Copy ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άPersistent Link to this Recordέ (Permalink) field (appears near the 

bottom of the record) and paste it into your reading list.  
3. 9.{/h ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǇǊŜǇŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǇǊƻȄȅ ǎŜǊǾŜǊ ǇǊŜŦƛȄ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ƛǘΦ 

Emerald Full- Text Library 1. Find the article you want and click the title.  
нΦ /ƻǇȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άArticle URLέ field and paste it into your reading list.  
3. !ŘŘ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǇǊƻȄȅ server prefix http://catalog2.nmsu.edu:2048/login?url=  

FirstSearch Databases ς Wilson 
Select Plus 

1. Find the article you want and click the View Full Text in HTML link. 
2. Click the Link Pickup icon in the upper right corner.  
оΦ /ƻǇȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άLt-ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ¦w[ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎέ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǘŜ ƛǘ 

into your reading list.  
4. !ŘŘ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǇǊƻȄȅ server prefix http://catalog2.nmsu.edu:2048/login?url= 

Gale/InfoTrac Databases ς 
Expanded Academic ASAP, General 
Reference Center Gold, InfoTrac 
OneFile, etc. 

1. Find the article you want and click the title or the Full-text link. 
нΦ /ƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ά.ƻƻƪƳŀǊƪέ ŦƛŜƭŘΦ  
3. Copy the link from the resulting pop-up window and paste it into your reading list.  
4. !ŘŘ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǇǊƻȄȅ server prefix http://catalog2.nmsu.edu:2048/login?url=  

JSTOR 1. Find the article you ǿŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ άLǘŜƳ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴέ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ next to the citation. 
нΦ /ƻǇȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ά{ǘŀōƭŜ ¦w[έ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǘŜ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƭƛǎǘΦ  
3. !ŘŘ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǇǊƻȄȅ server prefix http://catalog2.nmsu.edu:2048/login?url=  

LexisNexis Academic 
NOTE: Links may not be available 
for all LexisNexis content. 

1. Find the article you want. 
2. Open a connection to the LexisNexis Academic subscriber tool: 

http://www.amdev.net/lna_article_link.php  and enter the name of the publication in which 
your article was published. 

3. If the service is available, you will be prompted to complete the citation for the article.  
4. Click SǳōƳƛǘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ t¦w[ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά!ǊǘƛŎƭŜ [ƛƴƪέ ōƻȄΦ  
5. !ŘŘ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǇǊƻȄȅ ǎŜǊver prefix http://catalog2.nmsu.edu:2048/login?url=  

Newsbank Databases - New Mexico 
Newspapers 

1. Find the article you want and scroll to the bottom.  
2. Click Bookmark this Article, then click άCopy [ƛƴƪ [ƻŎŀǘƛƻƴέ, and paste it into your reading list.  
3. !ŘŘ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǇǊƻȄȅ ǎŜǊǾŜǊ prefix http://catalog2.nmsu.edu:2048/login?url=  

http://catalog2.nmsu.edu:2048/login?url
http://www.jstor.org/stable/40035486
http://catalog2.nmsu.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.jstor.org/stable/40035486
http://lib.nmsu.edu/
http://www.tinyurl.com/
http://catalog2.nmsu.edu:2048/login?url
http://catalog2.nmsu.edu:2048/login?url
http://catalog2.nmsu.edu:2048/login?url
http://catalog2.nmsu.edu:2048/login?url
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http://catalog2.nmsu.edu:2048/login?url
http://catalog2.nmsu.edu:2048/login?url


Questions? Please contact Cindy Pierard, Reference & Research Services Department [575-646-7010 or cpierard@nmsu.edu] or 
Norice Lee, Access Services Department [575-646-5091 or nlee@nmsu.edu]. Happy PURLing!                                 Rev. 06/10 

A Visual Guide to Finding Journals and Reviewing Terms of Use:  

To search for a Journal by title, go to the Libraryôs home page (http://lib.nmsu.edu ):   

Click Articles, Books, Journals, Etc.   Click Electronic Journals and Databases 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Different databases have 
different PURL processes! 
See the reverse for a 
table describing the 
process for finding PURLs 

in different databases. 

Terms of Use: Look for the 
word Permitted  across 
from the column describing 
your intended use: Course 
Reserve, Course Pack, 
Electronic Link, etc.  

Different databases have 
different PURL processes! 
See the reverse for a 
table describing the 
process for creating 
PURLs using different 
databases. 

http://lib.nmsu.edu/

