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FINDING ARTICLES IN DATABASES 
 

 
 
To look for articles in journals, magazines or newspapers, start out using the Article Databases.  
Because NMSU has over 100 different databases, many with full-text, here are some tips to find 
articles.  Start with the “Find Articles” link on the library homepage (lib.nmsu.edu) and choose 
one of the databases listed; scroll down to see all available databases. 
 
In searching article databases, you will generally be given three different types of results. 
 
 

  
 
Type 1: Citation only in the database; not full-text. Check the Library’s electronic and print 
holdings to see if the Library owns a copy. The article may also be available full-text in another 
database, and the database you used may or may not have links to the other database.   Look 

for the “Search for Full-Text” or  link to find the article in other databases and/or to 
search in the library catalog.  Also, check the Electronic Journals link. (See “Electronic Journals” 
below.) 
 
If the Library does not own the journal, magazine or newspaper, request a copy of the article 
using the Interlibrary Loan service.  (See “Interlibrary Loan” below.) 
 
Type 2: Abstract only in the database; not full-text.  Follow the same steps as citations. 
 

NOTE: Always search for these by the journal title, not the article title. 
 
Type 3: Article available full-text in the database.  Click on the “Full-text” or “PDF page” link to 
view the article.  You may print, download or email the article to yourself, depending on the 
features of the database you are using. 

Type 1 
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Type 2 
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Electronic Journals 
 

To see if the Library provides access to an electronic journal, go to the “Find Articles” link 
mentioned above, scroll down to the middle of the page (below where the databases are listed) 
then search by journal title, not article title.  Browse by title by clicking on the first letter of the 
journal title. 
 

 

 
 

 
  

The links from the Full Text 
Electronic Journals page could take 
you to several different ways of 
accessing the title electronically.  
 
Some just link to the database 
containing the full-text of the 
journal.  
 
Others pull up all articles from the 
journal within the database. 
 
Yet others pull up a listing of each 
issue of the journal within the 
database. 
 
 

Still have questions about finding articles?  Come by the Reference & Information Desk 
or contact us through our web pages: http://lib.nmsu.edu/aboutlib/refhelp.shtml 

What to do if you can’t find it 
 

After checking the library catalog AND the electronic 

journals links, if you can’t find the journal listed in your 
citation, use the Interlibrary Loan (ILLiad) service to obtain 

a copy of the article.  See “Getting Articles from Interlibrary 

Loan” for an explanation of this service. 
 


