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APA CITATION STYLE TIP SHEET 
 

 

 

Based on: American Psychological Association. (2001). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (5
th 

ed.). 
Washington, DC: Author.  

 

An APA style reference list rules:  
 • Organize references alphabetically by the first word  

 • Italicize the main title  
 • Capitalize the first letter of the first word in the title and subtitle (except journal articles)  

 • Use initials for authors’ first and middle names  

 • Double-space citations, with a hanging indent on all subsequent lines  
 

BOOKS & PRINT ARTICLES  
 

BOOK – ONE AUTHOR  
Sedley, D. (2003). Plato's Cratylus. New York: Cambridge University Press.  

BOOK – MULTIPLE AUTHORS  

Mooney, B., & Simpson, B. (2003). Breaking news: How the wheels came off at Reuters. Chichester: 
Capstone. 

BOOK – EDITED  
Green, T. A., & Svinth, J. R. (Eds.). (2003). Martial arts in the modern world. Westport, CT: Praeger.  

BOOK CHAPTER  

Delong, J. B. (2003). A history of bequests in the United States. In A. H. Munnell & A. Sunden, Death and 
dollars: The role of gifts and bequests in America (pp. 329-339). Washington, DC: Brookings Institution.  

ARTICLE — ENCYCLOPEDIA OR DICTIONARY  
Andrews, J. (2003). Chili peppers. In S. H. Katz (Ed.). Encyclopedia of food and culture (vol. 1, pp. 368-378). 

New York: Scribner.  

ARTICLE – NEWSPAPER  
Dickson, T. G. (2004, February 27). Staying downtown: Business owner sees pros and cons. The Las Cruces 

Bulletin, pp. 1, 3.  

ARTICLE – POPULAR MAGAZINE  

Lemonick, M. D. (2004, January 19). The chemistry of desire. Time, 163, 68-73.  

ARTICLE – SCHOLARLY JOURNAL  

Clark, L. A., Kochanska, G., & Ready, R. (2000). Mothers’ personality and its interaction with child 

temperament as predictors of parenting behavior. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 79, 274-
285.  

ERIC DOCUMENT  
Brown, G. (1999). Information skills: How information literate are New Zealand children? Paper presented at 

the annual meeting of the New Zealand Council for Educational Research and the Australian Association 

for Research in Education, Melbourne, Australia. (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No. ED 438 
298).  
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ONLINE SOURCES  

ARTICLE – LIBRARY DATABASE  
West, K. (2003, November). Restoring the Rio: Efforts to keep the Rio Grande full of water. Scientific 

American, 289, 26-27. Retrieved February 29, 2004, from the Expanded Academic ASAP database.  

ARTICLE – ONLINE ENCYCLOPEDIA  

Literacy. (2000). Encyclopedia Britannica. Retrieved December 10, 2000, from http://www.Britannica.com.  

ARTICLE – ONLINE JOURNAL  
Dujunco, M. M. (2003, August). The birth of a new mode? Ethnomusicology online. Retrieved February 29, 

2004, from http://www.research.umbc.edu/eol/8/ dujunco/index.html.  

ARTICLE – ONLINE NEWSPAPER  

Lohr, S. (2004, March 1). Microsoft, among dwindling interest, talks up computing as a career [Electronic 
version] New York Times. Retrieved March 1, 2004, from http://www.nytimes.com.  

WEB PAGE  

Califano, J. A., Jr. (1999, June). Q & A: Binge Lessons. Retrieved March 3, 2004, from the Public Broadcasting 
System Web site http://www.pbs.org/ newshour/bb/health/ jan-june99/qa_casa.html. 

ELECTRONIC BOOK 
Herald, D. T. (2000). Genreflecting: a guide to reading interests in genre fiction. Englewood Libraries 

Unlimited. Retrieved August 20, 2007, from New Mexico State University, New Mexico State University 

Library, NetLibrary Web site: http://www.netlibrary.com. 
 

 
IN-TEXT REFERENCES 

 
Cite the author and the year of publication.  Do not cite the page number unless quoting directly. 

Example:  Gemilli and Jumeaux (1999) compared two hundred sets of identical twins 

 
Many electronic sources do not have page numbers so use the paragraph number (if available) and precede it 

with the paragraph symbol or the abbreviation “para.” 
 Example: (Kruschke & Bradley, 1995, ¶ 7) 

 

If paragraph and page numbers are not available, cite the heading and the number of the paragraph that 
follows it. 

 Example: (Fishbein, 2001, Method section, para.2) 


